
Oil and Gas Extraction Effluent Guidelines: Coastal Subcategory (Cook Inlet, Alaska) 
 
Overview 
 
 Oil production in Cook Inlet peaked several decades ago and is now declining as most of the oil 

resources are now extracted. Natural gas exploration and production is also now on the decline. 
 
 This means that fewer and fewer wells each year are being drilled and less drill cuttings are being 

treated and discharged. However, as is common with mature oil fields, operators are pumping and 
processing more water than oil in Cook Inlet. Consequently, the volume of produced water being 
discharged in Cook Inlet is trending upwards. 

 
 Most of the 16 platforms in Cook Inlet were constructed from 1964 to 1968. The most recently 

constructed platform (Osprey) began operation in 2000 and does not discharge pollutants. 
 
 Water movement in Cook Inlet is dominated by the tidal cycle and strongly influenced by the 

freshwater inputs from rivers and precipitation. The platforms are constructed in water depths that 
range from 46 to 184 feet. 

 
Coastal Effluent Guidelines Rulemaking 
 
 EPA promulgated effluent guidelines for the Coastal subcategory (Subpart D) on 16 December 

1996 (61 FR 66086). With one exception EPA’s Coastal ELGs ban the discharge of drilling fluid, 
cuttings, produced water, deck drainage, produced sand, and other miscellaneous oil field wastes. 

 
 In the final 1996 rule EPA allowed coastal operators in Cook Inlet, Alaska, to discharge and set 

the limits for coastal Cook Inlet equal to the Offshore subcategory for produced water and 
aqueous drilling fluids and cuttings.  

 
 EPA did not identify injection of drill cuttings and produced water as the basis for BAT 

limitations or NSPS due to: 
 

- Uncertainties regarding the availability of geologic formations suitable for injection; 
 
- Limited availability to onshore disposal for drilling wastes; and  
  
- Potential economic impacts (EPA’s economic analyses predicted that 1 platform would 

close and 2 additional platforms would suffer severe economic impacts under the zero 
discharge option). 

 
2004 Effluent Guidelines Review 
 
 Several Cook Inlet native villages and Cook Inlet Keeper submitted comments on the preliminary 

2004 Plan asking for EPA to revise the Coastal ELGs and ban the discharge of produced waters 
and aqueous drill fluids and cuttings. 

 
 EPA conducted several analyses to response to these comments and ultimately did not initiate an 

effluent guidelines rulemaking: 
 

- Relatively Low Hazard (Factor 1): Pollutant discharges from the 16 platforms and their 
related shore-based facilities are approximately 13,000 toxic-weighted pound equivalents. 






